
September, 2017 Newsletter 

 

From the Desk of Mr. Bartels: 

Welcome to another school year at RMS.  It has been a great start!  In case you didn’t know RMS had a very 

good year last year with state testing results.  We are always striving for improvement but the students and staff 

worked hard last year and performed well. 

RMS ranked 1st in 5th grade Social Studies and 2nd in 8th grade Social Studies MSTEP results.  

RMS ranked 2nd in 8th grade ELA and 3rd in 7th grade ELA MSTEP results.   

RMS ranked 6th overall when averaging county rank in all 11 MSTEP tests. 

 

ThoughTs from ms Borwick’s: 

Our S.H.I.N.E  program was kicked off this year with  a great assembly to promote 

our PBIS initiatives.  Positive behaviors are definitely being recognized by staff on a 

regular basis.   Students have been able to participate in, Pizza with a Pal and will 

enjoy the upcoming fall season with cider and donuts.  Great job to all of our students 

who are showing true  S.H.I.N.E. behavior.  Keep up the good work.   

Counselor’s corner:  Mrs. May 

Welcome back to a new school year!  Fall is such an exciting time of year, with school 

starting again, the excitement of new classes and teachers and catching up with 

friends.  It is also difficult for some students to transition back to school.  I am 

available to speak with any students experiencing difficulty with transitions, and 

also to talk about anything that happened over the summer that students need to 

process through.   

As we move further into our school year, it is important for students to have space and 

time at home to do homework and study.  Staying on top of homework and studying 

helps to alleviate a great deal of stress students may feel throughout the year.  For 

more information to help manage stress, visit https://www.studypoint.com/ed/school-

stres/ 

 

https://www.studypoint.com/ed/school-stres/
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Core Content Briefs 

 

5th Grade:  ELA determine two or more main ideas of a text.  Read with sufficient 

accuracy and fluency to support comprehension.  Successfully complete a fiction 

evidence sheet.  Read independently and monitor my own reading.  Compare and 

contrast stories in same genre.  We are participating in the Global Read Aloud this 

fall which connects millions of students from around the world through the shared 

experience and interaction of a read aloud.  Our book is The Wild Robot by Peter 

Brown. 

6th Grade:  Greek and Latin roots to determine the meaning of new words. Read & 

comprehend self-selected novel for Reading Counts.  Respond to writing prompt with 

details and examples using grammar/usage conventions knowledge in adaptive 

online literature and grammar lessons. 

 

7th Grade:  Wrote narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events.- 

Demonstrate an autobiography to students so they are aware of what is expected. 

Students will begin their first autobiography. 

 

8th Grade:  Worked on determining a theme or central idea of a text.  Analyzed 

how lines of dialogue/incidents in a story propel the action, reveal aspects of the 

character, or provoke a decision.  



 

 

 

 

5th Grade:  We investigated primary and secondary sources while thinking like a 

historian.  We learned to ask the four main historians' questions: What 

happened?  Who was involved?  When did it happen?  How & Why did it happen?  We 

are beginning our 5th grade timeline of history with the Native American regions of 

the United States.  First comparing the Pacific Northwest and Southwest regions, 

then moving on to the Eastern Woodlands Native Americans where we will discover 

how they formed their own governments, their views on family, land use, and trade. 

 

 

6th Grade:  Looking at geographic concepts they learned in elementary school and 

are then introduced to the content of this course (World Geography and Global Issues). 

They begin by analyzing and comparing several different definitions of geography. 

 

7th Grade:  Studying several sources as either Primary or Secondary and  

                     explain the difference between primary and secondary sources. 

 

8th Grade:  Colonization and the characteristics of colonial regions 



 

 

 

5th Grade:   Add and subtract fractions with unlike denominators (including 

mixed numbers) by replacing given fractions with equivalent fractions in such a way 

as to produce an equivalent sum or difference of fractions with like denominators.   

Solve word problems involving addition and subtraction of fractions referring to the 

same whole, including cases of unlike denominators, e.g., by using visual fraction 

models or equations to represent the problem. 

 

6th Grade:  Students have been working with the new tool of ebooks from our recent 

district purchase of CPM series.  We are loving the online help component.  We have 

been studying mathematical patterns, histograms, and grouping data points.  

 

7th Grade:  Analyzing data and their relationships and then making a prediction 

based on the data. Understanding that probability is a fraction of the outcomes in a 

sample space.  Define the difference between experimental and theoretical probability. 

 

 

8th Grade:   Graphed proportional relationships from data. Compared two different 

proportional relationships represented in different ways. 



    

 

 

 

5th Grade:  The Universe and its Stars.  The sun is a star that appears larger and 

brighter than other stars because it is closer. Stars range greatly in their distance 

from Earth. Earth and the Solar System.  The orbits of Earth around the sun and of 

the moon around Earth, together with the rotation of Earth about an axis between its 

North and South poles, cause observable patterns. These include day and night; daily 

changes in the length and direction of shadows; and different positions of the sun, 

moon, and stars at different times of the day, month, and year. 

 6th Grade:  Currently working on a physical science unit, students conduct 

investigations demonstrating the transformation between potential and kinetic 

energy.  They demonstrate that energy is not lost or gained in the process.  They 

explore how heat energy might be transferred through convection, conduction, and 

radiation.  Students explain the conservation of mass and the structure and relative 

motion of particles (atoms or molecules) in the various states of matter. 

 



7th Grade:  Waves and Electromagnetic Radiation.  Used mathematical 

representations to describe a simple model for waves that includes how the amplitude of 

a wave is related to the energy in a wave.  

8th Grade:  Studied Patterns of the apparent motion of the sun, the moon, and stars 

in the sky can be observed, described, predicted, and explained with models.  

 

 

5th Grade:  Cardiovascular warm-up each day along with various static and 

dynamic stretching.  Periodic fitness testing and working on throwing. 

 

 

6th Grade:  Several days of circuit training and a focus on football fundamentals, 

such as proper throwing. 

 

 

7/8th Grade: Several days of circuit training and a focus on football – 

arena and flag.  Presidential Physical Fitness Training. 

 



 

 

5th Grade:/6th Grade: So far in 5th and 6th grade Spanish classes we have reviewed 

polite phrases, learned how to identify many classroom objects, and been able to say 

various sports and activities, as well as explain which we like and don’t like to 

play.  Up next we’ll be learning how to say parts of the body while also learning about 

San Fermin, the crazy Running of the Bulls in Spain!  All info for our class can be 

found on Sra. Wolfe’s website: www.espanolwithsrawolfe.weebly.com 

7th Grade:  Using appropriate vocabulary to tell time in Spanish and 

asking what time it is. 

 

Spanish I:  So far in Spanish 1 we have learned colors (and sung the color song), 

advanced our politeness through various greetings, names and farewells vocabulary 

and grammar, figured out how to say and spell with all the Spanish letters 

(including the funky extra letters!), memorized all 21 Spanish-speaking countries 

and capitals and we also learned how to Salsa dance through the Spanish alphabet 

song and Marc Anthony’s Gozadera song.  Up next we’ll be learning to count to 100 

and tell time in Spanish.   All info for our class can be found on Sra. Wolfe’s 

website: www.espanolwithsrawolfe.weebly.com 

 Mrs. Wolfe and Mr. Wagner are looking for students currently in grades 7-12 to 

take on a trip to Costa Rica in June 2018 through People to People International.  This 

is a fun educational trip where students will learn about the local history, culture, and 

bio-diverse ecosystem. Students will zip line through the jungle to see monkeys, 

http://www.espanolwithsrawolfe.weebly.com/
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sloths and other animals, help out at an animal rescue center, hike across the Arenal 

Volcano National Park, sail along the Sarapiqui River and have an authentic home-

stay experience with a local family, as well as much more.  There will be an 

informational meeting for parents and students on October 11 at 8pm (after parent-

teacher conferences) in the high school in Mr. Wagner's room (Room 203).  All those 

that attend will be entered in to a $25.00 gift card raffle . If you are interested and 

cannot attend the meeting, please contact Mrs. Wolfe (jwolfe@richmond.k12.mi.us) or 

Mr. Wagner (jwagner@richmond.k12.mi.us).   The full itinerary can be found 

at https://www.peopletopeople.com/travelshop/discover-costa-rica-2018/.  Help make 

your child stand out from other college applicants and have an amazing experience all 

in one!   

 

 

 

5th/6th Grade:  Understand the bias of websites and the need to vet online resources 

for accuracy, bias, credibility, and currency.  Students have been researching using 

online resources and creating original projects based on the research. 

Computer Programing:   Have been designing and creating original projects using 

basic programming concepts including loops, if/then statements, and conditional 

statements. 

8 Video Production:  Film, edit, and produce a news broadcast in one class period. 

And have been creating original projects using advanced video editing techniques. 

7th/8th Grade Multimedia:  Have been using advanced photo editing skills to 

illustrate a children’s picture book.   

 

mailto:jwolfe@richmond.k12.mi.us
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5th Grade: Have been utilizing clay in 3-Dimentions. 

 

6th Grade:  Draw from life with the element of volume in consideration and utilize 

the effects of warm and cool color through the creation of a water-color resist. 

 

7/8 2D Art:  Balance pattern and color simultaneously within organic shapes with 

high craftsmanship. 

 

7/8 3D Art:  Draw a 2-D design into a 3-D module. 

 

8th Grade Basic Design:  Create final line designs with craftsmanship and 

utilization of the element of color. 



 

 

The band and choir class at RMS are up and rolling, reviewing and improving basic 

fundamentals.  We are also preparing music for our upcoming performances at the 

Veteran's Day assembly and our December concerts.  Information on these 

performances will be sent home with students as the dates get closer.  More info to 

come! 

Pumpkin Sale 

On October 7th and 8th the Richmond Band Boosters are hosting their annual 

pumpkin and fall decoration sale and craft vendor sale in front of Richmond High 

School.  Please buy your pumpkin from the Richmond Bands and check out some 

awesome crafts available.  Not too early to Christmas shop! We are looking for 

volunteers to help out with this event, even if it just helping out for one hour or so. 

Simply email me back to let me know.  It will be lots of fun and directly benefits our 

band students here in Richmond!  

LOOKING AHEAD – CONCERTS 

10/7 & 8         Pumpkin Sale (optional fundraiser) 

12/6 & 12/7    Holiday Band Concerts 7:00pm  

12/13 & 12/14 Holiday Choir Concerts 7:00 pm  
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WEB is an exciting club at the Middle School where a select group of 8th graders serve 

as mentors for the incoming 5th graders.  The 8th and 5th graders have monthly 

lunches together and participate in collaborative group activities throughout the year. 

Web lunch with the 5th graders is October 2nd.   

 

 

Student Council held elections for class representatives and held their first meeting 

on September 28 to discuss officer elections and the plans for the year.   
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Builders Club will have their first meeting in mid-October (date to be announced 

soon).  We are excited once again to serve and give back to our school and community.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

The NJHS at Richmond Middle School currently had 36 8th grade students as 

members.  Each member is required to maintain a 3.5 grade point average and attend 

biweekly meetings.  Members are also encouraged to be active in committees within the 

group.  This year we will be using the Myers-Briggs Theory and 16 personalities’ 

types to understand our leadership styles.  Students will be challenged to work 

together and concentrate in the areas of service, community, leadership and 

scholarship.   

 

 



 

 

Richmond Middle School is seeing Green.  Starting this fall we are going to start 

doing our part as a school to help the environment.    

 

Our S.H.I.N.E  program was kicked off this year with  a great assembly to promote 

our PBIS initiatives.  Positive behaviors are definitely being recognized by staff on a 

regular basis.   Students have been able to participate in, Pizza with a Pal and will 

enjoy the upcoming fall season with cider and donuts.  Great job to all of our students 

who are showing true  S.H.I.N.E. behavior.  Keep up the good work. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

The FTC Robotics Club has started building and programming our robot, getting 

ready for a competition in November.     

 

 

 

 

Coming in a few weeks….. 



Non-Discrimination Statement 
In compliance with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Title IX of the Education amendments of 

1972, Section 504 of Rehabilitation Act of 1973, the Age Discrimination Act of 1975, Title II of the 

Americans with Disability Act of 1990, and Elliott-Larsen Civil Rights Act of 1977, it is the policy of the 

Richmond Community School District that no person shall, on the basis of race, color, religion, military 

status, national origin or ancestry, sex (including sexual orientation), disability, age (except as 

authorized by law), height, weight, or marital status be excluded from participation in, be denied the 

benefits of, or be subjected to, discrimination during any program, activity, service or employment. 

Inquiries related to any nondiscrimination policies should be directed to the Superintendent, 35276 

Division Road, Richmond, MI 48062, (586) 727-3565. 


